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Ms. Ward,
Attached please find additional comment letters that have been compiled since we last submitted to you comments
received related to the Tesoro LARIC Project. We believe these are the last ones that were not part of the earlier
submittal.
Best Regards,

Danny Luong, P.E.
Senior Manager
RECLAIM Administration, Refinery
Permitting, & Retail Gasoline Dispensing
SOUTH COAST AQMD
(909) 396-2622

From: Danny Luong 
Sent: Friday, June 17, 2016 5:30 PM
To: R9AirPermits_SC ; 'ward.laweeda@epa.gov' 
Cc: Mohsen Nazemi ; Amir Dejbakhsh ; Jillian Wong ; Tran Vo ; Khang Nguyen 
Subject: FW: Tesoro Comment Letters - FTPSITE
Ms. Ward,
As we have spoken on the phone earlier, the South Coast Air Quality Management District is submitting to EPA
comments received after the public notice. Please download the comments from the link below.
Best regards,

Danny Luong, P.E.
Senior Manager
RECLAIM Administration, Refinery
Permitting, & Retail Gasoline Dispensing
SOUTH COAST AQMD
(909) 396-2622
URL link ftp://ftp.aqmd.gov/outgoing/TesoroCommentLetters/ to access our ftp site.

To download the file: Click in the folder directory you want to download. Select the file you want and Right click on
each file and click on “Save Target As” to your PC.
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From: Douglas Novoa [mailto:anovoa1@yahoo.com]  
Sent: Wednesday, May 25, 2016 11:03 AM 
To: Jillian Wong <jwong1@aqmd.gov> 
Subject: Proposed Title V permits and Public Meeting on DEIR proposed by Tesoro Refining and 
Marketing Company. LLC 


 


Good morning Ms. Jillian Wong: 


My name is Douglas Antonio Novoa Gonzalez and I am a resident that lives surrounded by 


refineries (Wilmington, Carson, Torrance).  I am against given more permits to Tesoro or any 


other refinery in the South Bay due to the harmful environmental pollutants by the way of the 


gases emitted by oil refineries that can cause detrimental health effects on humans and even 


death.  Oil refineries hide the truth to the public and buy the support of crooked politicians so 


their permits and policies are approve, but the undeniable truth confirm by large amounts of 


research is that respiratory problems such as as asthma, coughing, chest pain, choking, 


bronchitis, skin irritations, nausea, eye problems, headaches, birth defects, leukemia and cancers 


are highly visible in oil refinery workers as well as residents of areas that live nearby oil 


refineries.  Enough is enough, people of color, are sick and tired that our voices are not being 


heard by environmental organizations and government institutions that their primary job is to 


protect the environment, but are paid off by corporate and refinery money.  Please consider the 


environmental repercussions to the diverse communities in the South Bay area, and deny the 


permit/revision to Tesoro, I'll leave you with a Thomas Jefferson quote:  Each act/art of 


leadership/government consists and depends in the art of honesty.  Thank you, Douglas Antonio 


Novoa Gonzalez. 
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-------- Original message -------- 


From: det310@juno.com  


Date: 6/5/2016 2:11 PM (GMT-08:00)  


To: Jillian Wong <jwong1@aqmd.gov>  


Subject: DEIR - Project Title: Tesoro Refining & Marketing Company LLC Los Ange les Refinery 


Integration and Compliance Project  


San Pedro Peninsula Homeowners United, Inc. 
Post Office Box 6455, San Pedro, CA 90734 


sphomeunited@gmail.com - Fax: (310) 548-4255 
  


June 3, 2016 
  


  


Ms. Jillian Wong 


South Coast Air Quality Management District 


21865 Copley Drive, 


Diamond Bar, CA 91765-4178 


  


Re: DEIR- Project Title: Tesoro Refining & Marketing Company LLC Los Angeles Refinery Integration 


and Compliance Project Project Applicant: Tesoro Refining and Marketing LLC SCH No.: 2014091020 


Project Location: Tesoro Refining & Marketing Company LLC Los Angeles Refinery is located at 2350 


East 223rd Street, Carson, CA 90749 and 2101 East Pacific Coast Highway, Wilmington, Los Angeles 


County, California 90744 


  


Dear Ms. Wong and AQMD Board, 


  


The approval of this Tesoro expansion project impacts a very large and dense population in the South 


Bay / LA Harbor region.  


  


Issues related to air pollution and overall safety to population from such hazardous sites in our midst 


have been of increasing concern over the past several years.  In a world that has become far wiser about 


the consequences of fossil fuel use with a trend to move into cleaner, safer energy, it is disturbing to see 


an already enormous oil and gas refinery, like this one, expand.  While some of the project attempts to 


paint a picture of environmental gain by the use of newer, cleaner technologies, it is apparent that there 


will, in fact, be increased emissions overall from the expansion.  Not only that, but of grave concern 


particularly to our homeowners, is the increase in butane and propane gas to and from the 


facility.  Butane and propane gases are highly explosive commodities that we are well familiar 


with.  There is already a direct connection to this Wilmington Tesoro refinery regarding a long time 


issue of concern to our San Pedro homeowners.  I shall attempt to explain; 


  


Currently, Tesoros Wilmington facility is sending by pipeline its excess butane gas to the Plains All 


American Pipeline / Rancho LPG storage site located miles from their own facility, and a scant 1,000 


feet from pre-existing homes and schools in San Pedro.  This 43 year old facility has two 12.5 million 


gallon butane gas tanks and (5) 300,000 gallon propane tanks on No. Gaffey Street.  In 1973, the facility 


was exempted from proper CEQA proceedings, building permits, API set back standards, fire 


regulations, and is sitting in a documented Earthquake Rupture Zone of mag. potential 7.3.  Ranchos two 
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unpermitted butane tanks were built to a seismic substandard of 5.5 when constructed!  The blast radius 


from a 12.5 million gallon butane tanks is over 3 miles!  There are 600+ new homes being constructed 


now that fall within ½-3/4 mile of this site!  Why would this vulnerable off-site storage of such an 


explosive commodity be allowed from a refinery??!!  The refinery should be held accountable for 


storing its own butane gas!  This DEIR indicates that there will be an increase in butane gas!  It indicates 


that there will be more rail transport of this gas which dramatically increases risk to the 


population.  There will also be an increase in crude oil.  The recent crude oil rail explosions have been 


due to the fact that the new crude has a higher content of lighter fuels, including butane.  Each 30,000 


gallon rail car of butane has a blast radius of over ½ mile!  So, it is deeply concerning that the increased 


volatility to the area due to this elevated explosiveness from increased rail transport may well not be 


fully analyzed or considered in this DEIR.   Of specific concern to us, is that BP/Tesoro has claimed that 


the reason for storing butane off-site at Rancho has been due to a lack of storage tanks for it on their 


own property in Wilmington.  So, it is painfully obvious that this projected increase in butane gas 


volume, which will be accompanied by Tesoros self-produced butane from increased refining, is only 


going to magnify their on-site deficiency in storing their own butane!  Nowhere in this document could 


we find a reference to storage for increased volumes of butane. 


  


There IS a correlation of butane and propane gas to air quality.  However, that comes from the aftermath 


of the explosion and fires due to the volatility of these gases.  These extremely dangerous commodities 


seem to escape responsible scrutiny repeatedly.   Liquefied Petroleum Gas explodes with great force 


causing major blast waves. LPG fires cannot be extinguished with water, burn at temperatures over 3400 


degrees, cause burns to humans for miles, and ignite other combustibles for great distances. And, LPG 


fires must simply burn themselves out. It is critical to remember all of the other toxic chemicals and 


fuels that will be involved in an incident from an LPG explosion and fire on premises.  So, the analysis 


from an air quality perspective must include this hazardous potential in a prudent approach to planning 


and safety. 


We do not see that in this document. 


  


We are concentrated in our focus of this DEIR on the butane issues.  We fully support our colleagues in 


the environmental community on their educated responses related to air pollution and emissions from 


this expansion.  It is most disheartening to find that we are still allowing certain communities to bear the 


deadly burden of big oil interests.  


  


Our homeowners continue to hope that the AQMD, and other governmental agencies like the EPA, will 


develop a stronger resolve in protecting our citizens and our environment.  We especially hope that you 


will acknowledge the irresponsible activity that Tesoro is currently employing in the off-site storage of 


their excess butane at Rancho LPG, and ensure that it is discontinued before any approvals with this 


project occur. 


  


  


Respectfully, 


 /s/ 


  


Chuck Hart 


President 


 jg 








Dear Dr. Wong: 


I write in opposition to the Proposed Title V Significant Permit Revisions and the Draft Environmental 


Impact Report (DEIR) for Tesoro Refining & Marketing Co., LLC’s Carson and Wilmington Sites, 


Facility ID#s 174655 and 800436. 


 


The project will hinder our progress in meeting the goals of COP21 as well as multiple California 


environmental objectives.  


Tesoro is falsely promoting the merger as a pollution reduction project. The proposed project will 


admittedly increase VOC emissions in our communities which already suffer from some of the worst 


air quality in the country, which cause high rates of asthma and other diseases. Emissions of NOx, 


SOx, PMs and toxins will remain the same, which serves no benefit to the public, if such claims are 


even true.  


The project will increase refining capacity and add over 3 million barrels of new storage, which is the 


equivalent of a new oil terminal. This expansion creates real concern that Tesoro will start importing, 


storing and/or refining dirty and dangerous crudes like Canadian Tar Sands and Bakken Shale into 


the Los Angeles Harbor area. The overall environmental impacts of such crudes are not addressed 


in the DEIR.  


 


The project will put the community and Los Angeles/Long Beach Harbors at risk due to increased 


amount of highly explosive materials, including additional LGP rail car deliveries, carrying butane 


and propane. The project will create increased risks of toxic release hazards at a number of areas of 


the mega-refinery. The project furthers the environmental degradation in an area severely impacted 


by environmental pollutants and further jeopardizes the health and safety of the community, which is 


inconsistent with environmental justice needs. 


 


The project would allow Tesoro to have an anti-competitive advantage by giving it an even larger 


share of the California oil market, which could increase prices for consumers. This has already 


proven to be a huge source of windfall profits for the oil companies and should no longer be ignored. 


 


In sum, the Title V application should be rejected and the DEIR should be sent back for revisions.  


Respectfully, 


John Brooks 


741 Malat Dr. Newbury Park, CA 91320 


 








 


 


-------- Original message -------- 


From: mchionocapine@sbcglobal.net  


Date: 6/5/2016 1:00 PM (GMT-08:00)  


To: Jillian Wong <jwong1@aqmd.gov>  


Cc: Danny Luong <dluong@aqmd.gov>, organizer@southbay350.org  


Subject: Proposed Tesoro Merger, Facility ID#s 174655 and 800436  


Dear Dr. Wong: 
I write in opposition to the Proposed Title V Significant Permit Revisions and the Draft Environmental 
Impact Report (DEIR) for Tesoro Refining & Marketing Co., LLC’s Carson and Wilmington Sites, 
Facility ID#s 174655 and 800436. 
Tesoro is falsely promoting the merger as a pollution reduction project. The proposed project will 
admittedly increase VOC emissions in our communities which already suffer from some of the worst 
air quality in the country, which cause high rates of asthma and other diseases. Emissions of NOx, 
SOx, PMs and toxins will remain the same, which serves no benefit to the public, if such claims are 
even true.   
The project will increase refining capacity and add over 3 million barrels of new storage, which is the 
equivalent of a new oil terminal. This expansion creates real concern that Tesoro will start importing, 
storing and/or refining dirty and dangerous crudes like Canadian Tar Sands and Bakken Shale into 
the Los Angeles Harbor area. The overall environmental impacts of such crudes are not addressed 
in the DEIR.  
The project will put the community and Los Angeles/Long Beach Harbors at risk due to increased 
amount of highly explosive materials, including additional LGP rail car deliveries, carrying butane 
and propane. The project will create increased risks of toxic release hazards at a number of areas of 
the mega-refinery.   
Furthermore, the DEIR should address the extent to which a "green" alternative — dedication 
of the merger and expansion of the facilities for the purpose of collecting and refining 
feedstock for, and exporting biomass-based alternative "green" fuels, such as biodiesel and 
renewable diesel —  would sufficiently mitigate the project's environmental impacts, within 
the scope of the project proposed. 
In sum, the Title V application should be rejected and the DEIR should be sent back for revisions.  
Thank you for your consideration: 
Name: 
Address: 
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-------- Original message -------- 


From: Sherry Lear <learlaw@earthlink.net>  


Date: 6/6/2016 10:25 PM (GMT-08:00)  


To: Jillian Wong <jwong1@aqmd.gov>  


Cc: Danny Luong <dluong@aqmd.gov>, organizer@southbay350.org  


Subject: Proposed Tesoro Merger, Facility ID#s 174655 and 800436  


Dear Dr. Wong: 


I hereby provide my public comment on the Proposed Title V Significant Permit Revisions and 


the Draft Environmental Impact Report (DEIR) for Tesoro Refining & Marketing Co., LLC’s 


Carson and Wilmington Sites, Facility ID#s 174655 and 800436.   


As a local resident, I am opposed to this project.  The project will create the largest refinery on 


the West Coast in an area that already suffers from some of the worst air quality in the United 


States due to the existence of 6 oil refineries, two large ports, multiple major freeways and a 


large concentration of urban refining.   


The project would include adding some 3.4 million barrels of storage, which is the equivalent of 


a new oil terminal.  The large crude storage tanks make the project a likely source to store, refine 


and/or export large volumes of dangerous crude oils, including increased imports of highly 


explosive fracked Bakken Shale and highly corrosive, high carbon Canadian Tar Sands.  The 


DEIR does not consider the increased environmental impacts of greenhouse gases due to 


extraction and transportation of these dirty crudes.  Tesoro has recently obtained approval for a 


2-year extension of a crude-by-rail to marine terminal in Vancouver, Washington and has 


bragged to its shareholders of its “West Coast Strategy” to bring cheaper crude to its 


refineries.  At the same time, this merger would give Tesoro an even bigger share of the oil 


market and allow it manipulate prices.    


While the project would lead to a decrease in CO2 emissions, this is only the result of the 


required shut down of the FCCU at the Wilmington facility which the State of California 


required as a condition for approval of Tesoro’s purchase of the facility.  Tesoro should not be 


granted any air pollution credits to offset for other air pollution expansions that are part of the 


proposed project. 


Tesoro is intentionally misleading the public by claiming that this project is an air pollution 


reduction and efficiency project.  In reality, the only air pollution reduction would be in CO2, 


which comes from the required shutdown of the FCCU, which will occur with or without the 


merger.  In reality, the project will increase emissions in our community including VOCs and 


have neutral impacts on NOx, SOx, Particulate matter and toxic emissions.  Moreover, the DEIR 
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seems to overstate the existing amount of emissions while overstating the potential emissions 


after the Project is completed.  This calls the accuracy of the DEIR into question.    


The project calls for the modification of many major processing units inside the refinery 


including building new sulfur processing units.  The project would add to LPG rail car deliveries, 


including butane and propane, which cause a major concern for our communities because of the 


risk of explosion from such rail cars in what is not only a densely populated area but a major 


center for commerce for the entire State of California. 


The DEIR identifies potential explosion and toxic release risks due to the Project including 


BLEVE hazard (Boiling Liquid Expanding Vapor Explosion) from LPG rail unloading, and toxic 


release hazards from the Hydrocracker Unit, Catalytic Reforming Unit (CRU), Propane Sales 


Treating Unit (PSTU), and Sulfuric Acid Recovery Plant (SARP) areas.   


Our region is overdue for a major earthquake and the dangers from large tanks full of hazardous 


and explosive materials are an unacceptable risk for our community. 


The DEIR claims new emissions from flaring at the project would be “zero” even though many 


new equipment connections would be added to the flares.  This does not seem accurate. This is 


just one of a number of deficiencies in the DEIR and Title V permit application, which failed to 


include alternatives that would have lesser effects.  


The Project is being touted as a boost to our local economy. In reality, the jobs created during the 


project will be temporary and there is no guarantee that they will be filled by local 


residents.  History has shown us that mergers such as this are often designed to streamline 


operations by eliminating jobs, which would be a detriment to our communities. 


Again, I am opposed to the Merger Project and request that the Title V permit not be issued and 


that the DEIR be sent back for re-drafting to include potential and real expected impacts which 


have not been addressed.    


Sherry Lear  


San Pedro, CA 


  


  


 








 


 


-------- Original message -------- 


From: Felicia Bander <feliciabander@gmail.com>  


Date: 6/6/2016 8:49 AM (GMT-08:00)  


To: Jillian Wong <jwong1@aqmd.gov>  


Subject: Tesoro merger project  


I am very much opposed to this project. The people living in the Carson/Wilmington area suffer hugely from our air 


quality. Asthma is rampant, especially among school children, and respiratory ailments gravely affect the entire 


population, including the elderly. 


Communities want thriving business opportunities, but with the hugely serious threat of climate change posed by 


fossil fuels, we must transition to investment in jobs and businesses in the renewable energy fields. There are 


abundant employment and business opportunities to be had by diverting our energy use to cleaner, sustainable 


energy sources. 


The job of the AQMD is to IMPROVE AIR QUALITY. Approval of the Tesoro merger locks the already-heavily 


polluted Wilmington area into decades more of dangerously unhealthy air quality and IT NEEDS TO BE DENIED. The 


JOB OF THE AQMD is to PROTECT THE AIR QUALITY OF THE PEOPLE. 


 


Sent from my iPhone 
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-------- Original message -------- 


From: Lisa Tanaka O'Malley <lomalley@aqmd.gov>  


Date: 6/7/2016 9:58 AM (GMT-08:00)  


To: Ian MacMillan <imacmillan@aqmd.gov>, Danny Luong <dluong@aqmd.gov>  


Cc: Derrick Alatorre <dalatorre@aqmd.gov>, Jillian Wong <jwong1@aqmd.gov>, Stan Myles 


<smyles@aqmd.gov>  


Subject: FW: Tesoro's Refinery Expansion  


Dear Ian and Danny, 


 


Stan Myles received the below email from a resident expressing concerns about the Tesoro project.  If appropriate, 


please add to the public testimony and/or comments. 


 


Thank you, 


Lisa 


 


-----Original Message----- 


From: Stan Myles  


Sent: Monday, June 6, 2016 2:12 PM 


To: Lisa Tanaka O'Malley <lomalley@aqmd.gov> 


Cc: Lori Langrell <llangrell@aqmd.gov>; Stan Myles <smyles@aqmd.gov> 


Subject: FW: Tesoro's Refinery Expansion 


 


Lisa, 


Mr. John Winkler a Miraflores Home Owner in San Pedro sent the below list of concerns regarding the Tesoro's 


Refinery Expansion. 


Stan 


________________________________________ 


From: John Winkler [jhwinkler@me.com] 


Sent: Monday, June 06, 2016 11:26 AM 


To: Stan Myles 


Subject: Tesoro's Refinery Expansion 


 


Dear Stan Myles, 


In regards to the expansion of Tesoro’s refinery, this poses a high risk to the community of Carson and Wilmington 


and should be denied. 


On the same subject of risk, I live within the blast zone of Rancho LPG on North Gaffey Street in San Pedro.  Since 


the South Coast Air Quality Management District representatives are addressing Carson’s safety, it would be 


appreciated if San Pedro can have the 25 million+ gallons of butane addressed as it is too close to residents, schools 


and businesses. 


It would be very much appreciated if you can address the safety concerns and risk factors, as their operation at 


Rancho sits on a Earthquake fault.  Thank you for any help and I look forward in hearing from you. 


John Winkler 


Miraflores Home Owner 


San Pedro 
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The file will be deleted from the ftp site at COB June 24, 2016 unless notified otherwise.


